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Abstract 

The GUCEDD in partnership with Trinity Washington University (TWU), a Minority Serving 

Institution (MSI), will develop a joint comprehensive program of study incorporating the GU 

Certificate in Early Intervention (GUCEI) into TWU’s existing early childhood teacher training 

programs (undergraduate and graduate). With input from community stakeholders and current 

TWU students, the partnership will create a program building the capacity of the early childhood 

workforce to fully include young children with disabilities into childcare, Early Head Start, Head 

Start, and public and private preschool programs. The goal is to develop a collaborative, 

comprehensive, viable, and financially feasible program of study that includes the knowledge, 

skills, and attitudes needed to promote inclusion and participation in all early childhood 

programs. The objectives are to: 1) convene focus groups of EC providers and EC students who 

will provide input on their training concerns, priorities, and needs related to serving young 

children with disabilities; 2) enroll 1 TWU Master’s degree (MAT) student in GUCEI who will 

provide on-going assessment and feedback regarding curriculum development; 3) engage DC 

Early Childhood Higher Education Collaborative to ensure the curriculum meets enhanced 

credentialing requirements for DC’s Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE), 

Early Learning Division that take effect in 2018. Anticipated outcomes: 1) comprehensive 

program of study ensuring that DC early childhood workforce will demonstrate the knowledge 

and skills to successfully include children with disabilities into their programs; 2) a submitted 

proposal to receive external funding to implement the curriculum; 3) a sustainability plan to 

support the program. The expected products are an integrated EI-EC curriculum; and 2) a 

funding proposal submission.  Ms. Seher Emmez has begun the program and will begin data 



collection.  We anticipate conducting our first focus group by November, 2017.  The DC higher 

Education consortium has been informed of our funding and is fully supportive. 

 


